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NARRATIVE

Narrative
The City of Fitchburg is a community of 41,000 people located in
north-central Worcester County. Despite being the second largest city in
the county, Fitchburg retains its small town flavor. Fitchburg is noted for
its 0ld mills that line the Nashua River, its hilly topography and regional
parks and its tightly knit neighborhood enclaves that, in many cases, still
retain their ethnic identity. Among the city's cultural assets are the
Fitchburg Art Museum, Fitchburg State College and the world famous annual
Longsjo Classic Bicycle race.
Fitchburg is located just 10 miles from New Hampshire and 50 miles from
Boston, with excellent access via highway or MBTA commuter train to all
points. The former reliance on the paper industry in the community has
given way to a healthier economic diversification which now includes
pharmaceuticals, tool and die makers, machine manufacturers, plastic
molders and textile producers.

(Narrative supplied by community)
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GEOGRAPHY

Location

North central section of Massachusetts, bordered by Westminster on the west,
Ashby on the north, Lunenberg on the east, and Leominster on the south.
Fitchburg is 25 miles north of Worcester, 46 miles northwest of Boston, and 211
miles from New York City.

Total Area: 28.06 sq. miles
Land Area: 27.76 sg. miles
Population: 41,194
Density: 1,484 per sqg. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Clinton Station)

Normal temperature in January..... 23.4°F
Normal temperature in July........ 71.3°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 47.0"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

Fitchburg, Ashby

Regional Planning Agency
Montachusett

Metropolitan Statistical Area
(1993 Definition)
Fitchburg-Leominster
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GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (978) 345-9550
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government

Mayor-Council

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1764
As a city: 1872

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 16,212
Democrats 6,836 42 .2
Republicans 1,647 10.2
Other parties 7 0.0
Unenrolled Voters 7,722 47.6

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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DEMOGRAPHICS

Tahble DP-1. Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Ceographic Area: Fitchburg city, Massachusetts

[For information on corfidentiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text]

Subject Mumber| Percent Subject Mumber| Pement
Total population. ......................... 29,102 100.0 JHISPAMIC OR LATIMNO AMND RACE
Total popualation. . . P, a0z 1000
SEX AMDAGE Hizpanic or Lating iof anl_.r |a|::e] 5052 160
MWlake. . 18,869 457 Milexican . 231 10
Femake. ... ... 20,443 g2.3| Puens Rican.. 4199 107
Cuban . 28 04
gh:g%r?e;ergrs i%g{: ?; DtherHtspan[;orL.atlno 1,234 az
0t A4 Pears 2,844 7.3 | Mot Hispanic or Lating .. 222501 450
1518 10 Y@ars oo 004G 75 W BONS. .. oo 20,444 TR2
20 2AWSArE L 3184 S I RELATIONSHIP
teddyears 5,420 139 Total population. .. ... 39,102 1000
Bt ddyears . 5,841 149 In househelds. .. ..o AF 257 955
B BdEAE 4556 NI Househelder.. ... ... 14043 ao2
BEte BRI yEars ... . 1,642 4.2 Spouse . & 497 155
SOt G Vears .. 1,297 as chid. . ‘|1I6CQ ag7
EEI-::-N\;&-MS 2824 a7 Ownchlldunder'le.\,rears 0,128 234
7510 B4 years . 2215 571 Cther relaties | e 1,872 48
85 years and over . e e 22 Under 18 years 55 17
Medlana.genrearsj........................... 344 | Menrektives 2,495 5.4
Unmarned panner 1,002 258
18vearzandower. .. ... ... ... 28005 742 lin group quartars . . 1,745 45
Mlale. ... 13552 347 | instiwticnalized population. . GE7 15
Female.. ... 15,445 2851 Moninstiutionalized populatlon 1478 a0
dvearsand cwer. .. ... 25050 Ga.0
G2 vears and ower. ..o 5, 4 165 |HOUSEHOLD BY TYPE
Gavears and cwer. ..o 5,713 145 Total households. . 14,943 1000
Mlale, 2174 G Fam|r5rhouaeho|j3|:farn|l|e@] Q553 (520
Fermalk. . ... . . 3529 "R | Wrthownshll:lrenundermvears 4530 a0
hilamied-coupke family . 5,437 434
RACE With cun chidren under 18 vears 2,005 188
One race . a7 004 969 | Female housshekder, ne hustand present. 2,189 145
Wirhite . Ao.00F 814 With cavn chidren under 18 years .. ... ... 1,430 o]
Blank or Afrizan Amerban . 1,426 26 |Menfamily households 5,500 ara
American Indizn and Ala:aka Natwe 125 0.4 Househelder Iving alone 4595 09
Azian . 1880 4.3 Housshoker 65 years and cver, 1,708 120
Astanlndran 79 02
Chlne@e o7 oo [Househeds with individualzs under 18 yvears ... 5,088 aar
Filipine. ..o 24 0.1 |Houssheds with individuals €5 years and cwer . . 2053 254
.ﬂ?gne@e g: 81 fuerage housshod size. oo 2,50 [y}
Vistnamess a0 08 Auerage family s@e. ..o L 343 4]
Other asian 1 . 1,181 a0
Native Hawailan and Crher Pacifi ksiander. ... 12 - Hoggtlgifug?nipﬁnh:g...................... 16,002 {000
foaie Hawalian . oo g - | oooupied housing units . 14943| 934
. " Ivacant heusing units. 1,060 =12
Otl'l;ne?all:l'-la.crfblslanderzm'mmmmm 5‘ ) For seasonal, recreatbnalor
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Rental k=) L4 65 X
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‘é"[ahcf‘i ; 3‘3-33; 53-? Oecupied housing units ... .............. 14,942 1000
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Somecther mee . ... 4009 L4 ) average housshod size of eneroczupied units . 2.85 [EA]

- Represants Zero of rounds o zar.

() Mot applicable.

! Cther Azian alons, of o of Mok ASiEn categories.
Z Crther Pacific lshander alene, or e or more Mative Hawaian and Cther Pacific [slander categories.
% In zombination with one or moke of the other rases listed. The =i numbers may add to more than the total population and the six pereentages
may add o mene than 100 pereent because individualz may repert more than one Rce.

Soume: LS, Census Bursau, Census 2000,
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (pHCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal

for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units
in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 570
Conventional Federal: 100
Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 70
Federal (Section 8): 177
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TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

The principal highway is State Route 2, the old Mohawk Trail, which runs
across northern Massachusetts. State Route 140 and Interstate 190 connect
the region to Worcester. The Springfield Terminal Railway line (the former
Boston and Maine Railroad) parallels Route 2 and provides access to the
network of intermodal facilities serving central and eastern Massachusetts.

Major Highways

The principal highway is cross-state Route 2.

Rail
Commuter rail service is available to North Station, Boston (travel time
85-94 min.; no MBTA parking). Conrail
and the Springfield Terminal Railway (STRR) offer freight service to
Fitchburg. Contact number for Conrail: 617) 783-6222; for the STRR: (978)
663-1073

Bus
Fitchburg is a member of the Montachusett Regional Transit Authority
(MRTA), which provides fixed route service within Fitchburg and to
Leominster, Gardner, and Fort Devens. The MRTA also offers paratransit
services to the elderly and disabled. Peter Pan Bus Lines provides limited
service between Fitchburg and Worcester, with direct connection to
Hartford, Connecticut, and New York City.

Other

The Fitchburg Municipal Airport is a General Aviation (GA) facility located
3 mi SE of the city. It has 2 asphalt runways 4,511'x 100' and 3,502'x
150'. Instrument approaches available: Non-precision.
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CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
Fitchburg Art Musuem
185 Elm Street
(978) 345-4207
Fitchburg Historical Society
50 Grove Street
(978) 345-1157

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

Burbank Hospital, Inc.

Long Term Care
Birchwood Care Center
Highlands: L.T.C. Center
Hillcrest Nursing Home
Mystic Nursing & Rehab. Center

Hospices

Diversified Hme Serv. Hospice

Rest Homes

Caldwell Home - Extended Care
Cedar Street Home Inc

Grand View Rest Home

High Street Rest Home

James Manor Rest Home
Magnolia Rest Home, Inc.

New Bunker Rest Home

Tower Hill Rest Home

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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